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Even allowing f a certain 
exaggeration in the statements made by 
refugees, the picture of conditions in 
strip is a pretty grim on 


he The key is undoubtedly the work problem. 
in all four statements in the annex to this 
despatch it is emphasised that work is literally 
unobtainable in Gaza. It is thus inevitable that 
refugees should wish to go to Jordan where odd 
jobs, and even some regular employment, canbe o 
This movement will increase as U.N.R.W.A. Works 
Projects get under way in Jordan. In Gaza itself 
there is practically no scope for Works Projects - 
according to the Clapp Report a maximum of about 
2,000 men might be given employment. 


De The only encouraging feature so far : 
is that there are indications that the deséenfyhlhan 
authorities are toying with the idea of settling 
some of the refugees in Sinai, particularly along 
the coast - Please see attached draft letter to 
Sir Henry Knight. 
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DESPATCH No.41~ 


9th May 1950 
$.127/7/50 


Unclassified 


Sir, 


I have the honour to report that relatively 
large numbers of refugees are making their way by night, 
across Israeli territory, from the Gaza area to Hebron. 


Re The enclosed statements taken from some of 
the members of a party of about 150 persons who recently 
made this journey are of interest. The reports about 
the treatment accorded by Egyptian personnel to Palestinians 
which these people circulate in Jordan is having a 
considerable effect on public opinion and has done 
much to popularise the union of Jordan. 


On the other hand, these additions to the 
overwhelming burden of refugees now carried by Jordan 
cannot be regarded as economically desirable. 


Oe It is interesting that large parties of persons 
can move across Israel at night without meeting with 
any Israeli patrols. I gather that convoys of contraband 
goods and narcotics move in the opposite direction from 
Hebron to Gaza with Egypt as the ultimate destination of 
the goods. 


4. I am sending copies of this despatch to His 
Majesty's Kepresentatives at Cairo and Tel Aviv and to 
the British Middle Kast Office. 
I have the honour to be, with the highest respect, 
sir, 


Your most obedient, humble Servant. 


ae 


The Hight Honourable 
K. Younger, M.P., 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.l. 


ENCLOSUKE IN AMMAN DESPATCH No.4l of 9th May 1950 


Statements taken from Kefugees 
from Gaza area 


JAWAD SUBHI EL JAMAL - originally from Jaffa. Moslem. 
Blacksmith, 20 years of age. He arrived from the refugees 
camp in Kafah. 


At 11.15 hours on the 13th April 1950 the man was brought to 
the Jerusalem.C.1.D. office where he was interrogated. He 
stated as follows: 


"When Jaffa was captured by the Jews, I fled to Lydda and 
remained there till the time when the latter town also was taken 
by the Jews. From Lydda I left for Jericho and after two 
months, during which I could secure no work, I understood that 
my aunt Fatma Ahmad el, Jamal was at nafah and decided to proceed 
there. I travelled to Hebron, Falluja, Majdal, Gaza and 
finally arrived at Kafah. I stayed until about eleven days ago 
when I left for Amman to look for a job." 


In reply.to a question he said no works whatsoever are 
available at Gaza and Rafah, and the rations distributed are 
insufficient. 


fo another question he replied: was it not due to the dangers 
of travel there would remain there not a single person. "In 
spite of the great danger encountering the groups leaving 
Gaza for Hebron, people continue to travel to Hebron in big 
numbers. ‘the proof is that I did so together with about 155 
persons between man, woman and child. ‘this is due to the bad 
treatment on the part of the Egyptian army who treat Palestinims 
as if there were enemies - even an enemy would be kinder to his 
enemy. Hatred of the Egyptians increased when they ascertained 
toat the refugees are in favour of the union between astern 
Palestine and Jordan.” 


To another question he replied that Egyptians would not allow 
anyone to leave for Jordan. ‘they issued instructions to the 
effect that whoever tried to leave would be shot. "One day we 
formed a caravan and got ready. to leave when the sgyptians 
discovered the fact. hey asked whether we intended proceeding 
to Amman, but would not believe when we replied in the negative. 
So_they took about forty of us to the office, laid everyone of 
us on the ground and continued beating us until we got unconscious". 


To another question he replied saying "sure and great 
dangers are awaited on the way, in spite of which pgpople prefer 
to be met by the Jews rather,.than by the Egyptians. The 
economical situation is extremely bad, commodities are very high 
and sale and purchase are paralysed due to kack of works". 


ALI AHMAD MUGHRABI, from Salama village. lioslem. Foundry labourer 
aged 18 years. Arrived from Ibreij refugees camp. 


He stated:"ffhen the Jews captured Salama, I left for Lydda 
where I stayed until the latter town was also taken by the Jews. 
I was taken a prisoner of war from Lydda but was released with 
others at Jerusalem about a ye@ ago. My family were staying at 
Gaza so I proceeded there via Hebron. Hive days ago I returned to 
Amman in order to seek employment and cash my prisoner of war pay. 
I was one ot a caravan numbering approximately 150 between man, 
woman and child. Ihe reason why people leave Gaza is because of 
the lack of works in addition to the insuificient rations supplied. 
People continue leaving the area and was it not due to the dangers 
of travel there would remain there not a single person. Although 
I came from Morocco originally, my application for permission to 
return to my native country was refused. ‘I'he Egyptians would not 
allow anyone to leave the area and whoever is arrested while 
intending leaving will be beaten to death and imprisoned.Members of 
the Egyptian Army treat Palestinians very badly; haha fa proof 

ey 


eg 


they -charge people with spying and after unmerciful beating 
thyow them in prisons." 


IBRAHIM ABED ATTYA KABAL from Jaffa. Moslem. Butcher, aged 
21 years. Arrived from Ibreij refugee camp. 


He stated as follows:- 


"Four days prior to the capture of Jaffa-by the Jews 
I left to Gaza and stayed at Ibreij camp. Six days ago I 
returned: here to seek employnent., he group. with whom [ 
travelled.consisted of approximately 150 persons. .-the 
situation in “aza is extremely bad... Work _is unobtainable 
and rations supplied are insufficient. Labour required 
by the Egyptian Army is brought from Egypt and they pay them 
little wages not exceeding 150 mils per day. . Egyptian Army 
treats the Palestinians: badly.and the words of respect and 
appreciation are not found in its dictionary.. For trivial 
reasons an Egyptian soldier will beat to death anyone. I 
will. quote one. example. Having decided to return to this 
country, I called on the responsible official to whom. I 
applied for the necessary permission. Without saying any 
single word he assailed me with blows, saying'iWhy do you 
want to leave?. Does this country not suit you?! "7. 


JUMA' YOUSIF ZUOR from Beni Isheila, Moslem, 19 years 
arrived from Gaza. 


He stated as follows: 


Mihen the Jews took over Jaffa,:-I left for Gaza. A few 
days ago-I returned here on my way to Amman, in order to seek 
employment, since in Gaza there are no works and the rations 
distributed do not suffice. The Zgyptian Army charge. the 
people with spying. They beat them unmercifully and throw 
them’ in prisons. People wish to leave Gaza at any rate even 
at the cost of their lives. I. assure you that within a short 
time all the refugees will return here owing to the reasons 
stated above and the bad treatment on the -part of the 
Egyptians. the caravan I came with consisted of 150 people 
between man, woman and child. 
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with Amr Pasha he mentioned that 
Draft.letter to authorities were considering the possibility 
Sur Henry Knight of settling some of the refugees from the 
British Legation, Gaza strip in Sinai. We have since had 4 
Beirut. 
further indication that this is so. 
Stevenson, the American Friends representative 
in the Middle Kast called on us on the way to 
the United States, and said that the 
Egyptian Minister for Foreign Affairs, whom 
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coastal strip. ~ We hope that the Agency will 
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lose no opportunity of encouraging the 

Egyptian authorities in this direction, and 
even of assisting them by undertaking works 
Projects in the area. There has already been 
a considerable movement of refugees from 

Gaza (where work is at present unobtainable, 
and the possibility of works projects extremely 


limited) to Jordan - please see the attached 
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copy of Despatch No.41 from Amman. This 
movement will inevitably increase as works 
projects get under way in Jordan, and Jordan's 


already overwhelming difficulties will be 
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If anything comes of this Sinai project, 
it would of course be very useful to the Agency 


to have the services of Hammersley, who, as 


/you 
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Sir Henry Knight, 
British Legation, 
Beirut. 
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British Legation, 
Tel Aviv. 


(1821/33/50) 26th May, 1950. 


Confidential. : en 


: EC Paarl) 


pe 


Dear Department, 


In paragraph 3 of Amman despatch No. Li of May 9th 
it was suggested that the passage of large parties of Arab 
refugees from the Gaza area to Hebron across Israel territory 
was taking place without observation by Israel patrols. 


2. Actually, the Israelis are perfectly aware of 
what has been happening. For one thing, Arab publicity has 
been echoed in the Israel press. On the 16th April several 
Israel newspapers reported that according to a broadcast from 
the Ramallah radio station a large group of Arabs (numbering 
135 or 150) had crossed by this route, travelling by night and 
hiding by day: their journey was said to have lasted five days 
and to have been undertaken owing to Egyptian terrorism. One 
paper also quoted the Arabic newspaper "Ad-Difa'a' to the 
effect that in the past week two other caravans of 130 persons 
had arrived in Hebron. But apart from this, there is reason to 
believe that the passage of such large convoys was actually 
observed at the time by the Israel authorities, who preferred 
to turn the blind eye. 


3e Patrols are on the look-out for marauders, 
infiltrees and smugglers and are often engaged in clashes with 
them in the Negev. Small parties may occasionally get through, 
but large caravans of men, women and children on the trek for 
several days are hardly likely to escape notice, Certain caves 
outside Faluja are pginted to as the place where the migrating 
Arabs spend their first day in hiding before moving on the next 
night. It is suggested here that Radio Ramallah broadcast news 
of this traffic in order to provoke the Israelis to take steps 
to put a stop to it, since the number of refugees arriving had 
become so great as to be embarrassing to the Jordan authorities. 
According to a usually reliable source, several thousand persons 
have already crossed over. 


4. Last October an arrangement was made between 
Israel, Jordan and Egypt for the passage of displaced Arab 
civilians from Gaza to Hebron and vice versa through Israel 
territory. As a result, at least one large convoy of lorries 
was driven through each way in November-December. There is no 
reason to think that Israel would object in principle to this 
occasionally happening under international auspices. 


5. We are copying this letter to Cairo, Amman and 
the British Middle East Office. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY .. 


oC 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
LONDON. 
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Illegal Immigration 


Ever since the fighting in Palestine stopped there has been a x 
steady trickle of Arab refugees crossing the frontier between Jordan t 
and Israel in the endeavour to return to their own homes. So 
persistent has been this flow that in the past year the Arab popula- 


tion of Israel has, it is estimated, more than doubled, and is now 
perhaps as high as 200,000. These returning refugees are not 
welcomed by the Israeli Government, and in the past week a good 
deal has been heard of some of the more unsavoury means which 
are being used to head them off. It is now known that a large 
party of Arabs who had slipped across the frontier were rounded 
up by Israeli officials and driven in trucks to the southern wilderness. 
where they were discharged in the desolate region of the Wadi 
Araba. Many of them died of hunger and thirst, and survivors 
allege that in the course of their expulsion violence and even torture 
were used on them. Unfortunately, there is no reason to suppose 
that these stories are untrue. The Israeli frontier force has for 
some time been doing its best to check clandestine movement across 
the frontier, and apparently believes that terrorism is the most effec- 
tive deterrent. It would be reassuring to learn that these activities 
were carried out without the knowledge or approval of the Israeli 
Government, but in the absence of any denial the presumption is 
that the policy of violent expulsion is an official one. It ought to 
be unnecessary to convince the leaders of Is at it is impossible 
to prevent the “ illegal ” immigration of des igees who are 
trying to reach what they believe to be their rightful home. All 
the moral and political arguments in favour of “ illegal * immigra- 
tion are to be found in their own speeches and writings during the 
Jast ten years of the mandate. No harm would be done if Mr. Ben 
Gurion re-read some of them today. 
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ALEXANDRIA. 


No. 1621/2h/50. Sth August, 1950. 


CONFIDENTIAL. Dan Eee 
lean Ib 


On August Uth Roushdi Shawa Bey, the Mayor of 
Gaza, called on this Embassy to collect the Warrant for 
his O.B.E.- In conversation with Mr. Barclay about 
conditions in Gaza he expressed his anxiety about the 
future, giving a most alarming account of the numbers 
of refugees in the Gaza area and their conditions. Their 
main diet at the moment was melon and cucumbers, bread 
being the most important scarcity. He said that the one 
thing people wanted now was some kind of settlement of 
their national status. He himself, the local officiels, 
and, he felt, 90% of the local population and refugees 
would express their first preference for the area to be 
incorporated in some way with Transjordan. If this were 
impossible then let it be incorporated with Egypt, but 
Roushdi Shawa made it very clear that he considered this 
to be a very poor second best. There were four or five 
Egyptian officials in Gaza whom he found pretty hopeless 
to deal with. He had come down here to seek the assistance 
of the Egyptian Government in a number of matters. He had 
seen Azzam Pasha, Nosrat Bey, and Haidar Pasha, and none 
of them had been of any help to him at all. 


Dear Department, 


Ce He said that the Egyptian Army had great ee 
decreased in the frontiers and Gaza area but that here 
were very strong Jewish forces on the Israel side of the 
frontier. 
Se Shawa Bey also said that the so-called 
All-Palestine Arab Government, the Mufti and company, 
had no support in the Gaza area at all, and were hardly 
ever mentioned. 


4, We are sending copies of this letter to the 


Chanceries at Jerusalem and Tel Aviv and to the British 
Middle East Office. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY Qa 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, S.W.1. 
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k BRITISH LECATION, 


BEIRUT. 


(8/4/50) June 5th, 1950. 


My dear Evans, 


With reference to your letter EE 18211/ 
of the 24th May regarding the possibility of settling 
Palestinian Refugees from the Gaza Strip in Sinai, I 
have as yet not been able to gather any further 
information about this. I asked Stewart, who said 
that he was pretty sure that,if we mentioned it to 
the Egyptians jthe reply would be that preference had 
to be given to the Egyptian cultivator. 


However, when I can find out how the new 
Egyptian Higher Committee for the Palestine Refugees, 
which I mentioned in my letter No.7 of May 30th last, 
will serve as an agency of liaison with us, we may be 
able to consult them. ae 


The Gaza Strip is providing a worse problem 
than ever now, and Egypt, I fear, may wish to continue 
the policy of holding the Gaza refugees as a bargaining 
counter in peace negotiations. I suppose it would not 
be possible to insist on Egypt taking a reasonable 
attitude over the Gaza Refugees as a condition of any 
treaty the United Kinzdom may arrange with Egypt? 


As yet I have no official intimation of this 
Egyptian Higher Committee but as soon as I get any 
we shall probably have a talk with it. 


Trefor Evans, Esq., O-B.., 
Foreign Office. 
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Confidential. 
RebekecheX regarding the resettlement of Palestinian 
OX 
betueces Gee che Gaza strip in Sinai. 
Drajt. letter We were glad to see from your last report 
Sir Henry Knight.] (No. AG is ) that the Egyptian Government 
British Lecation 
Beirut are now prepared to go ahead with te works 
project in Gaza and Sinai. 
You may be interested to know that when 
Hamersley was here the other day he gave us some 
particulars of a development scheme in Sinai 
submitted and approved when he was Governor 
of the province. He said that £100,000 was 
in fact voted for the purpose in 1946. The 
scheme involved the construction of a dam in 


Gin See | 
the Wad@i Arish (whichAas, catchment area of 
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10,000 square miles) at a place called Daqiqa 

on the site of an old Roman dam, and would. have 
resulted in the development of some 200,000 acres 
of good land. These figures were quoted by 
Hamersely from memory but he said he was quite 
sure of them. We have no information here 

as to whether the project was proceeded with, 


I am sure you will bear in mind that the 
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services of Hamersely with probably be of great 
value to the Agency, ifZandwhen they decide to 
go ahead with projects in Sinai. 

I am afrkad that tkere is absolutely no 


chance of our raising the question of Gaza 


Gp.685 


Refugees in any treaty revision talks with the 


. SRL 
Egyptians. But fortunately the Egyptians are 
J proving co-operative without pressure gy. “sz 
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EE anf 


British Consulate General, 


Jerusalem, 


7th June, 1950, 


Dear Eastern Department, 


Please refer to para 3 of Amman Monthly 
Situation Report for May. 


The DIFA'A of 6th June gives an account 
of the tribulations of these people, of which the 
following is a summary: 


"A convoy of 22 persons arrived in 
Hebron yesterday from Gaza. Near Beer- 
sheba they were attacked by Bedouin of 
the Suleiman al Hazzil tribe and robbed 
and surrendered to the Israeli 
authorities. The latter detained Daoud 
Abdul Hamid of Lydda, aged 25, put the 
others into military cars and drove them 
to near Dahriya village from whence , bhey 
were taken by the police to Hebron, 


It would appear that their brother 
Arabs are their worst enemies. 


Incidentally, a number of refugees 
have been returning to this area by aeroplane 
from Egypt. 

We are sending copies of this letter to 
Amman and Tel Aviv. 


Yours ever, 


Jerusalem Consulate General. 
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Eastern Department, 
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Office of the United Kingdom Delegate 
Advisory Comnission, UNRWAPR. 


C/o British Legation, 
Beint. 


(AC 20/7/50) 25th July, 1950. 
Confidential 


Esau y 


by damn Tce 


Your letter EE 18211 /3 of the 
21st July regarding Hamersley. 


I shall know better how far 
Egypt is serious over employing refugees 
in Sinai when Kennedy returns from his 
present visit to Cairo. 


I had already suggested Hamersley 
to Kennedy in this connexion, but in view 
of the number of British ex-officials we 
have hadto take on, I could not pressfor 
Hamersley. In any case weshould have to see 
whether he would be a "persona grata" to 
Egypt. 


I am sorry that we cannot use Gaza 
in connexion with the Treaty with Egypt. 


I hope to see Stevenson on the 28th 
for a flying visit. 


oe NV 


( H.F.Knight ) 
T.i.-Evans, Esq., O.B.E., 
Foreign Office. 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


(BE.18211/5) 


17th August, 1950. 
CONFIDENTIAL, 


> 


v, 


With reference to your letter AC20/7/50 
of July 25th to Mr, Evans, and to paragraph 
4 of your letter No.i7 of August 1st, I 
now enclose two copies sf a paper by Colonel 
Hamersley on the possibilities of developing 
the Wadi Arish, General Kennedy will no 
doubt pass this paper on io the Egyptian 
Authorities if you and he see fit. 


Re I am sending a copy of this letter 
and enclosure to the British Middle East 
Office for information. 


(Miss C, Waterlow). 


Sir Henry Knight, K.C,S.I., C.I.E., 
C/o. British Legation, 
BEIRUT. 
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during my governorghip by planting trees 
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the c.astal fringe. 
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¢ “ening now te the poeeibilities of develo mant in the 
interior of Gimai, evidenee goes to slow thet im angient times 
muah theaght wae devoted te suriguiture in certain areas in the 
Pein cetelment srea gonernlly mown oe the Vali Sl Avieh. The 
poendbilities of develo ing these areas will be @ealt with in 
detell later in thie paper. ‘Aufiew 46 te say that many thoueande 
of valuable neres auuid be oul tivated given the stdmilous of 
Govern ental backing emi the meeessary unis te Getablish dame, 
comiuite ond wilive 

emia eg governorship i wae partiouwlarly inte: «ested in 
gueh develc ment, tut the neeesnapy backing was not fortheoulng 
from Ceive wnatil 194; when interest wae teken by the Covornent 
im Sined from several pointe of view ~ agriculture being one of 
there 

im that year funie were voted for aurvey work oni the 
working out of levele in e seheme whieh @xbraced the harneseing 
of the fico? watera of the \eadi “e4Arieh at two pointe. ‘hig 
work was initiated at o lew tee by surveyors want up fren 
Caire by the Siuietry of Public ‘orkme. urvey work continued 
throughout 1945 ami it was met until ebout the end of 1946 
that gericgus effort wae made te bring the seheme a etop further 
en GumMenee gonetrnuetion ef damit. 

The indtdel scheme wae te conetruct dems om the ancient 
Renan elites ef GA Seige avi Suefe oni irrigate the lawie below 
thease Gem in the bagin of the "ati & Arich by @ series ef contuite,. 

The exset etage whieh these aevein mente have resched is 
not stourately imown, but 2¢ 46 known that the Pusfa dan wae 
rec netructed end £12104 in 1947 and thet work hed boen put in hand 
om the o@lon dame 

tf these works have boon pursued aa wos originally 
enviasged it is probable that the lante jying down river, a4 «ll 
the way to the coxat, could be brought weler intensive cultivation 
at om carly Gate. 


# 


z 
Tt was never contemplated that the cultivation of these 


lente ahowla depend solely on irrigetion from the weters held baek 
by twee dang, but by a combination of such irrigetion ecupled with 

the nore? annual raimell of ebout 6 inches per sium which 
oocure between “ovemnber and arch in the form of heavy storms, in 
good years thewe Landis produce heavy crope in igolated patehes 
eolely fre rainfeli and the ookl ie fertile. 

Carther gouth of Seige anf up the valley of the “aii ol Arish 
am! ite tributaries, there ere several ceroas Pit Por oul tivation 
ent the noms >reeedure adested by the Arabs ia to errect 
temporary dese ef brushwood ani mx whieh divert Pleeds from the 
main tieit bed eni irrigete plete of lant in the neighbourhood 
through chenuele eut for the purpese. “hese daue ere invariably 
waehe’ away after e prolenged smi heavy Mood but they echieve 
theds purpose by giving t.e lami one geod sealing whieh ie enough 
eoupled with the reinfeli - te erow e goot orep of barley or wheat 

Such temporary dams ere not rebuilt during the rainy season 
for a acooml Plopding of the lant, but are reconstructed during 
the quaasr monthe at liemuree 

“here are however, tuo sites on whieh samlepermanent “nce 
have boon in existence for coum yours ami have proved suceessful. 
These dase were maintained by fawiifier from J (righ wha, in 
return for their efforts, oxapted a fee of 25 of the valine of the 
eropa grown by these who benefited by thie enmeal Pleeding of 
their iente - a net unresscnable return for moneye well spent. 

There ape many areas along the line of the Vadis 4 Arigh ond 
it's tributaries whare much senl-personent ‘axe could be sited and 
which would provide irrigation for lemie whieh up ti11 now have 
littic ueet. ema of a permanent neture conld not be constructed 
at other pleees then ©1 Deiqs ami Mi Ruafa whieh, owing to the 
nevrowness of the valley, lend themselves te euch omatructions 

™ other sites, “here water is roqrired to be diverted 
fron the Wadi bed on te the land, the valley ic wide oni fiat, and 
the sotual eetereourse io liable te change sfter a heavy 
ficed. in such places it would be better to errect concret 
wells of intervele ecross the ater course, in the required 

/ Givectionece 


y 


Paroers %, oad to £112 in these intervals with brushwoo! emi oud 
a@ ei When required. “hen net reqoire4d, these gape would provide 
& epllilway for sarplus waters ant for prevention of silting. 

‘hen lete valine eocur ~ vareh xi April - the Arabo 
secure a good sumer crop of maize an@ watermelons. ane et 
seieeted sitea along toe Wadi  Arigh would ensure such crops 
imrespective of whether there were late rains or note 

= heve personally inapcetea ané etufliied 411 likely 
ieeelitice sieng the whele eaurse of the add 4 Arigh and 
ol1 it’s main tributaries and wm econvineed that, given sdeqmate 
funie, a very conpidersble sersege of land eould be uweefuliy 
Oreught water contra] for the settlesent of surplus populations. 
wy gurveya were carried out origindiiy in the middle thirties 
before Jewish enterprise was eo sidering similar projects in 
the Neneh ¢ g eountey where the ease sheracteriatios rmintalne 
it is umieretosd that these Jewish efforte heve not met with 
Cwoplete Muesdewe 

chem comelidering the possibilities of herncssing the 
fieot waters of the «ald G Avigh for agricaltara] cus-oces, 
one must keep in mind the necessity of obtaining water for 
Gmsestie use - axl thie introduces another preblem which ie not 
ineusmmountable.e 

Opezing, alee for domestic aninelz, must be taken 
into conmiderat i otte 

Transpert emi marketing facilities aust be carefully 
etistiode 

&ll thee deteile sre dealt with in aueceoding sare:ravhte 


A beie? Geseription of the country will be of intersst 
an considering e plen ef ebsorbing eurpiué popu etions. 

“imei, for the moet part ie a wilderness of little use 
other then for strategie purposes in the defunce of sgypt from 
the ‘inet. 
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Houasdy covered 


FLMC ALS ve 


feu.cd at o depth of approximately 
C4088 to bh CeSenr 
erGeught up b 
depth of gravel 
wa8 about i: 
bOVRPGS LHe GUuLer BAgeB, Few 
gouwe 1590 yardse 


his witiergrouné river flowé today, ead the sapply 


Sone holes @absequentiy sede io apparentéay enlimitede 


uring the iate war I was able re ljuternation 


UCIBSSPS, and | ilitery bore holes » coustructed 


unlimited water to -ilitary Jemps at L APl@h, in 


UPVERaS the ¢ #18 wae 4 Kilometer 
the Re EBe PU dom bore holes an Stabilished 
vOhute in the hear Sette 
water ior Gomestic purposes is 


BOCEBRHaMy ! for Cevelol uBlibsy 


and gan be ewemed up as followsj a) The upper reaches of the 
‘ada © Apieh and down og fer ae 81 Ruefa can be supplied by 
shallow welle drawing off subsoil weter and cisterns constructed 
aa suitable points. 

b) The lewer reaches provide 
focilities for drawing artesian water through constructian of 


bore holege 


For purposes of quick reference, on over-lay map 
is atteched to this papere Vhie overelay is taken from, and 
should be used in commection with, the Ordnance Survey mn, 
A@ie, 1 t 2,000,000 theet 1.56 (veire). 

Speng whieh could be developed fer agriculture] 
purposes are marked in brown end yellow, oni fail inte tuo 
Gistinct catagerics ~ these depending solely on reinfeli 
and these devending on artificiel irrigation combined with 
ruinfell. 

_ +~Phe Liret cetegory marked in brown verticle dines 

comprises lands which lie outeide the bacin of the “adi “2 
Apish ~ chiefly in the triengle 61 Arish-Hefa-\jue "afire 
tn this aren the soil in places cleesly resexbles thet of the 
Oege plein in le Paleatinee OCreps are entirely dependant on the 
amount of reinteli precipitated during the winter monthoe 

Reinfall, however, varies from yoar te year, oni 
4@ usually adequate to guarantee good harvesta ef baricy and wheat 
ae ® spring crop, end maize ond wtermelons os cwmer Crepe, but 
in years whon peintsll is light the corepe are poore 

Yhese lends, like all ijends in “inel, are the property 
of the Government, but femilies have, through the course of yen 
obteined gresing end cultivation rightee “ost of these femiiies 
belong to nomads of the Similat ond Terrabin tribes, ond occupy 
their sites only uring the ploughing an4 hervest seesont. A tow 
eedentery arebs from £1 Arish ani Refa, however, remain permenently 
in the ares in the neightourhood of Kafe where they have cunk welis, 


end developed fruit and vegetable gerdens as well ae fields 
| /tor 


for tillage. 

This triangle, particularly in the North, hes great 
possibilities for further develoyment, but requires organisations 
in the North there is ebundant water underground at 

no great depth, as is evidenced by the results of the few 
enterprising netives whe have sunk bore holes in recent years, 
end by the work done during the war by the army, which 
neintained « large Ordnance Depot et Rafee 

The question of re-allotment of lends in thie area is 
not s mutter of gest difficulty, as the tribal fauilies who 
have the cultivation rights, ae mentioned previously, only 
cultivete a very smell portion of the srens over which they claim 
these rightse 

The developwent of this ares will primarhly depend 
on ¢xtent te which water ean be obtained fren underground 
sources, aml the extent to which the Covermeent of Seypt is 
widiing to go in the question of land ro-settlement. 

Desing sy calculations on the situation as I knew it 
up to 1946, I would ostimate thet this area, properly developed, 
could Cimim some 12,000 acres of cultivable land, over and shove 
thet already developed, end thet given 12 seres to en avernce 
family of & persona, 1000 families could be accomodated. 

Turning now te the second category — those lends lying 
in the beein of the jedi “1 Arish, these are marked in yellow 
horizontal iineas 

The eo42 is & mixture of light cley ent sand, brought 
down the wadis es eilt by periodic fleeding through the ages. 

The tribes which have the cultivetion rights in these 
areas are very thin on the ground, end only work « very emall 
portion of the lands £46 for cultivation. In fact, owing to 
the inate lesziness of the bedowuin, he will only cultivete enough 
fer the barest neteseities of Lifes 

fa 


il 


PJ & Sew sedentary natives from © arish, however, go 
in for sere intense cultivation, and sell their crops on the 


open market. 
That there ia saple foom for mach expansion in 
agriculture in these areas is sbundently evident, but thia 
@an never be achieved without adequete backing end « sound 
scheme for auch development. 
The nativea, themseivesa, being poor end iecking 
in eny idea of producing more then their inmedinte needs, 
cannot be expected to do sere than they have already done on 
their own initiative. 
A® in the Rafe triangle, here again development 
depends on the extent te which water enn be obteined, both from 
flood waters in the wedis and from undergroun!, end the extent 
to which the Government ere willing to tsackie the question of 
land re-settlemant.: 
A® Pogerds weter, I propece to tabulate the areas 
from North te Gouth and give « brief outiine aa te how these 
could be irrigeted and the epproximate arene 
de The Valley of te Padi “2 Arish from 2 Deiqm and Ruafe Dome 
to the o086 
Irrigaetion weter for main crops from the waters impounded 
by these two dame and fed through conduits and irrigation 
channelge 
Water for domestic purposes and development of fruit and 
vegetable gardens from artesian water through bere holes 
end pwopa, as referred’ to in lara 4. 
ketimated erean which could be brought under culitivotion 
is approximately 30,000 serede 
The Yalley of the “adi ®1 Arish and tributaries below Merown 
end down to 2 Osigee — 
Irrigation from gouj<-permenent dems ot eultabie pointe to 
divert the floods on to the lends required. 
Water for domestic purposes from shalljew wells ot points where 
/obteinabie 


i2 


Obtseinehble and from cisterns as deveribed in fara de 
tatimated aren which eould be brought under cultivation 
is approximately 35,000 acrese 


The Valley of the Wedd Bl Apish wv tributaries above 


OPO 

Comlitions sindlar to Noe Be 

Natimeated eres which could be brwught under cultivation 
is sprreximately 10,000 acrete 

The tetal ares in this secend category which cowld be 
usefully developed is theretere approximately 75,000 ecrese 

Toking the arenes sirendy occupied er cultivated as 
£5,000, thie lesves 60,000 for further development. 

It would be imprudent to attempt any close populating 
of a country where comiitions ore net fully guaranteed, and 
therefore to sllott less than 80 scres te « fumily would not 
be witee 

Om this basis 8,500 femilies of an average of 5 persons 
could be accomoduted.e 

This thon gives us & grand total for both categories of 
5,600 Lemilies or approximately 17,500 personie 


6. Qpaning. 

COMNOLG, GoOnte and sheep form an important part of the 
economy Of all mabe, and therefore when contemplating the 
populating of cemledesert arene, consideration must be civen 
to the all daportent subject of gracing. 

umMortunately both camels ami goate are inveterate 
destroyers of vegetable growth « not co smch because of the 
bulk thay oat, but for the reason that quality takes first 
pleee. Goats are the voret offenders and will seek out and 
crop off all young cheete which if left antouched would develope 
into substantial grovthe The mwibere of animale per fonily 
vould hove to be limited te ouch a degree eas to eneure sufficient 

food Mirougheut the year. 
| Generally speaking gracing in any fom is confined to the 
wedi beds anti the inramerable anall watercourses feeding these 
wadise in places these watereourses ore so numerous «se to 
give the imprescion, fram 4 dietence, of a plain covered with 
green. in most apoast, however, the country outeaide the sain 
wadi beds consiete of gravel plain. 

im years of good general raine the whole country will be 
carpeted with groen which lasts omliy a few weeke on the plain 
but persists in the wadis for several montho. ‘uch reine, Glao, 
@ive an impetus te the innumerable epecies of desert ohrabe which 
grew along the edges of wadi beds, and off which animale brecee 
for the rewainder of the years 

in youre of light or leeal reine the grating ic peor bat 
eutfieient. <t eugh times the Arebs usually gove their animale 
to avees which have been more fortanste. 

tf gapeful consideration ie paid to the minime nunver 
of animals essential per family, the country eould carry their 
Po judi renentee 


The areas under revier ape well found with manereus 
well worn camel tradke, while sever] fair sneter tracks ( apart 
frou thoee shown on the wap) Link ue with sueh centres ae 
1NGGGAM, Tekh] and .osseing. 

“or purpeees of faolliteting the marketing of crops crown 
in these areas 1¢ would be necessary te orgunice collecting 
centron at selected pointe, at is cone now on 4 meal ocale. 
The transport from the land te euch centres would be easily 
earried out by cane. 

oliveries froa centres to “1 Arish (haliway) would beat 
be carried out by moter transpert for whieh good roads already 


exict. 


That there is the possibility of sccomned. (ing sone 


3,550 families in the Sootorn Areas of Sinai there ie no doubt. 
Sueh & soh@me, hawever, Will revuire whole-hearted participation 
by the “gyptian Covernmment, in the first inestanes, and 
sulficient funcdie and backing to develope water sapplicsa, both 
by erection of Game and canmalicing, and by boring ond 
erection of pumpe and cieterne. 

the initial impulee to euch a eehene would have to be 
eormanised and carried out by 4 selected body of men. nee 
the sohene hee deen launched the nusbers could be eubetantially 
weiweed ami the aajority of the members poosibly 
fran anon: the Arsbs thanmselves. 


Movement of Arab refugees from the Gaza area to Hebron via Israel; 
settlement of Palestine refugees from Gaza in Sinai. Code EE file 
18211. 1950. MS Refugee Records from the General 
Correspondence Files of the Political Departments of the Foreign 
Office, Record Group 371, 1947-1970 FO 371/82256. The National 
Archives (Kew, United Kingdom). Refugees, Relief, and 
Resettlement, link.gale.com/apps/doc/IFKRZS536707613/RRRW? 
u=omni&sid=bookmark-RRRW&pg=12. Accessed 2 Jan. 2025. 


